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B INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this study was to investigate
whether genetic differences can influence phea-
sant's fear since the capacity of animals of adop-
ting to a new habitat, can depends on imprinting
and training, but also on their genetic patlen.

B MATERIALS AND METHODS

Two groups of aduht pheasants (150 days old)
were subjected to behavioral tests (Bryan Jones
R.. 1996). The first group BREED was bom of
pheasants always artificially reared and the
second group WILD was born of wild caplured
pheasants. The [ollowing behavioral tests were
performed:Tonic immobility  Lest:  pheasants
were placed on their backs for 20 seconds. after
wich the time each pheasant took to wake up and
to begin to move was measured. Metronome test:
after 24 hours of fasting feed was given with a
timer hidden in the {ced. the time cach pheasant
spent afler beginning (o eal was measured.Novel
object test: afier 24 howurs ol lasting. the leeder
was given with a cable on the feed surface, the
time each pheasant spent after beginning to et
was measured, Escape fest: cach pheasant was
moved 1o d big flight pen sl up with bushes Tor-
med as a passage. each ammal was released from
a box at the beginning of this passage and the
distance berween the flying or gscaping pheasant
and the operator at the end of the passage was
measured. Bscape distances were directly analy-

zed, while times were previousty transformed tn
its reciprocal values (times longer then 60 minu-
tes were considered boundless). The results were
analyzed by the following model: Yijk = u +
Stocki + Sexj+ Stock * Sexij + cijk (Lchner,
1585).

1 RESULTS AND MSCUSSION

Some tests underlined different behaviors
between males and females as also WILD and
BREED, tab. 1.

The Novel Object Test conlirmed the different
behavior between males and lemales (p< 01),
males WeTe miore aggressive against unknown
small things like in wildlife. BREED males,
spend less time v reaching the feeder than
WILD males (p< 05).

The Metionome test shows that male subjects
reach the feeder before the females. as usually
obscrved in wildlife, but WILD males waited
more time o reach the feeder than BREED
males; and BREED lemales never reached the
feeder. The Escape and the Tonic [mmobility
tests did not show significant differences.

B CONCLUSIONS

Animals with differeni genetic paiterns. even
heing bred in the same conditions scem to show
different behaviors, Natural selection can select
pheasants with different behavior from pheasants
selected in farming conditions,

Note: means bearing different lelters signilicanly diller {cursive P<05, capilal P<01)

Males Females Males Females
Test BREED WILD | BREED WIL.D BREE} WILD |[BREED WILD
L n 10 54l 15 15 13 15
Novel Objeet See 39a T8hb 1724 357 52A S92 R 7 128
Tonic Tmmobility ! 005 .16 16 0.22 (.08 U8 008 0.18
Metronoms ! 313a SE5h s 870bh | 390A 73i9B| 617 647
Escape dislance m 1.63 318 397 247 1 240 3z2p 280 2.82
] b

‘Table 1. Behavior parameters measured during the trial,
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